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Momo has always wanted a Lhasa terrier--a dog like the ones the Buddhist priests hold sacred in

their temples. And her dream is realized when a trader brings Pempa to her parents' tea house. But

after a band of robbers steals the valuable dog and quickly escapes with him into the mountains,

Momo is determined to catch them and recover her beloved Pempa. To do so, she must follow the

Great Trade Route across the mountains--a path that most people avoid, and which will surely put

her life at risk.Â Momo undertakes a dangerous journey from the mountains of Tibet to the city of

Calcutta, in search of her stolen dog Pempa.
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As a mother who screens everything her 12-year-old daughter reads, I admit to a soft spot for older

books, because they are, if still in print, more likely to be written in grammatical English, and full and

complete sentences. "Daughter of the Mountains" by Louise Rankin is one such book, beautifully

descriptive of the climatic variations from the top of the Tibetan hills to the tropical rainforest heat of

colonial India and the grimy streets of Calcutta. I found the dialogue very believable, and the way

the simple plot is used to explore class and gender relationships very clever - perfect for, as said

daughter pointed out below, younger readers. The only thing I felt was missing is the Notes that

nowadays typically accompany historical tales, which explain what is true and what is imagined. It in



no way detracts from a well-written story, however, and I'm so happy I stumbled on it at our library,

we now have our own  copy!"The book, `Daughter of the Mountains,' by Louise Rankin was a great

book."When Momo's dog, Pempa, is stolen by horrible traders, Momo embarks on an adventure of

a lifetime. From the nasty Indians to the friendly, familiar Tibetans, Momo's trip down the mountain is

one you will never forget. But even when Momo finally discovers where Pempa is, can she still get

her beloved red-gold Lhasa terrier back in time? Or will the strange English woman who paid for

Pempa return to England with her new dog?"My favorite part was in the beginning, when Momo first

sees a golden red terrier when she was four years old. Then she wishes and prays for one just like it

for FIVE WHOLE YEARS till she gets one she calls Pempa."I would give the book five stars: two

stars for the plot, two for the character and one for the sweetness of it all.
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